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Agenda 


9:00-9:30  a.m. 

Registration  &  Coffee 

9:30-10:. 00 

Welcome  and  Special  Recognition 
of 

Donna  LeClair,  Director 
Bay  State  Centers  for  Displaced  Homemakers 

Susan  K.  Moulton,  Executive  Director 
Bay  State  Skills  Corporation 

Address: 
Jill  Miller,  Executive  Director 
National  Displaced  Homemcikers  Network 

10:00-11:00 

Program: 
"A  Decade  of  Shared  Success" 

Displaced  Homemakers  Legislation  Women's  Legislative  Caucus 

State  Advisory  Council  Sheila  McMcihon 

The  Early  Years  Ann  Fetter 

"Second  Wind"  Clara  Nicholson 

Model  Center,  Quinsigamond  Comm.  Coll.  Mirrless  Underwood 

Operation  ABLE  Robin  Battista 

Private  Sector  Partner  Oswald  Mondejar 

ET  Treiining  Program  Lisa  Karpowicz 

Vocational  Education  Progrsmi  Pat  Neilson 

JTPA  —  SDA  Ellie  McManus 

Department  of  Public  Welfare  Paul  Mason 

11:00-11:15  Break 

11:15—12:00 

Awards: 
The  Honora±>le  Evelyn  Murphy 
Lieutenant  Governor 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 


12:00-1:00  Lunch 


Our  Dedication 


In  1980,  Donna  LeClair  became  the  second  Director  of  the  Displaced 
Homemakers  Program  in  Massachusetts.  She  has  been  the  guidmg  light  for 
displaced  homemakers  in  Massachusetts  ever  since.  And,  not  only  has  she 
headed  this  program  in  our  Commonwealth,  her  vision  and  drive  have 
elevated  her  to  President  of  the  National  Network  for  Displaced  Homemakers 
in  1987  and  1988. 

The  Massachusetts  program  was  created  by  state  legislation  in  1978. 
When  Donna  took  the  helm  in  1980,  she  had  a  staff  of  5  part-time  counselors 
and  a  statewide  FY  '81  budget  of  $75,000.  In  1989  she  will  have  a  staff  of 
almost  50  full  and  part  time  counselors  serving  5  regional  and  20  local  centers. 
The  budget  in  FY  '89  will  be  almost  $2  million  and  will  serve  2,500  displaced 
homemakers.  What  is  behind  this  outstanding  growth  of  services? 

Donna  came  to  the  program  at  its  beginning  and  had  a  clear  vision  about 
how  to  best  serve  this  population  on  a  statewide  basis.  Her  philosophy  is 
simple:  you  need  a  state  wide  focus  on  the  issue,  a  director  to  coordinate  the 
pieces,  cooperation  between  agencies  and  partners,  the  active  support  of  those 
parties  concerned  about  serving  displaced  homemakers  and  diversification  of 
funds.  Donna  accomplished  these  objectives  in  Massachusetts  developing 
strong  linkages  and  a  program  of  outstanding  quality. 

As  a  result  of  her  efforts  in  Massachusetts,  she  was  sought  out  by  the 
National  Network  to  help  other  states  set  up  their  programs.  She  has  travelled 
back  and  forth  across  the  country  sharing  her  knowledge  and  expertise  in  the 
same  spirit  of  cooperation  which  has  been  the  cornerstone  of  the  Bay  State 
Centers  for  Displaced  Homemakers. 

We  are  proud  to  honor  Donna  LeClair  for  her  work  in  Massachusetts  and 
the  Nation  on  behalf  of  displaced  homemakers. 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Executive  Department 

STATE  HOUSE        .         BOSTON  02133 


MICHAEL  S.  DUKAKIS 
GOVERNOR 


Bay  State  Centers  for  Displaced  Homemakers 
Bay  State  Skills  Corporation 
101  Summer  Street 
Boston,  MA  02110 

Dear  Friends: 


On  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  it  is  an  honor 
to  extend  my  best  wishes  and  congratulations  for  your  ten  years  of  service  to 
more  than  15,000  displaced  homemakers  in  our  Commonwealth. 

Over  the  past  decade,  divorced  or  separated  women,  those  who  have  lost 
financial  support  due  to  the  death  or  disability  of  a  spouse,  and  those  who 
have  lost  public  assistance  have  been  able  to  receive  the  financial  and 
emotional  support  necessary  to  become  economically  self -sufficient  with  the 
help  and  hard  work  of  the  Bay  State  Centers  for  Displaced  Homemakers.  Through 
your  outreach,  counseling,  educational  and  vocational  training  program,  you 
have  helped  our  mothers,  sisters,  daughters  and  friends  achieve  the  skills  and 
confidence  necessary  to  enter  an  increasingly  complex  workforce.    These  women 
can  now  utilize  and  share  the  many  skills  they  had  once  devoted  to  the  home  to 
benefit  themselves,  their  families  and  employers  throughout  the  state. 

In  your  efforts  to  serve  our  displaced  homemaker  population  not  only  have  you 


helped  individuals  move  to  self-sufficiency; 
with  other  state  agencies  to  build  strong 
services.    Your  program  is  an  outstanding  e 
serve  its  citizens  by  effectively  coordina 
programs.    I  commend  you  for  your  contri 
"Decade  of  Shared  Success,"  and  I  wish  yi 


you  have  also  worked  closely 
:ks  and  avoid  duplication  of 
yie  of  how  slate  government  can 
le  many  exlifOing  agencies  and 
)n /to  the  Commoiwealth  in  this 
rcess  iJlT your /uture  endeavors. 
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BSSC 


Bay  State  Skills  Corporation 


Our  Congratulations 


Grady  B.  Hedgespeth 

vcretarv  of  Ei;onumic  Affairs 

Chair 

Charles  M.  Atkins 

Department  of  Public  'W  elfare 

Elmer  C.  Barrels 

Massatfiusetts  Rehabilitation  Comini>Mon 

John  D.  Crosier 

Massachusetts  Business  Roundtable 

Paul  Eustace 

Executive  Office  of  Labor 

Frank  GuUuni 

Citv  of  Springfield 

Dr.  Frankly n Jenifer 

Board  of  Regents 

James  A.  Jordon.  Esq. 

I  .\  jordon  A  Associates 

Ron  Mallov 

II  E-Local  '2()'l 

Paul  McCarthy 

lobs  for  Massachusetts  Inc 

Michael  Odom 

Digital  Equipment  (".orporation 

Harold  Raynolds 

Department  of  Education 

Mary  Rowe 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technologv 

Dorothy  Terrell 

Digital  Equipment  Lorporaiion 
Eric  E.  Vogt 
MicroMenior  Inc 

Barney  VC'alsh 

Larpeniers  L  nion  Local  -<)" 

RobertE.  Wise.  M.D 

Lahev  (  linii.  Foundation  Int 


Susan  K.  .Moulton 
Executive  Director 


On  behalf  of  the  Executive  Office  of  Economic  Affairs 
and  the  Bay  State  Centers  for  Displaced  Homemakers,  we 
congratulate  you.    Through  your  diligence,  commitment  and 
caring  you  have  helped  over  15,000  displaced  homemakers 
move  from  home  to  work,  from  dependence  to  Independence, 
from  self  doubt  to  self  confidence.    By  calling  on  the 
best  that  this  Commonwealth  has  to  offer  and  accessing 
the  employment  and  training  system,  you  have  helped 
displaced  homemakers  utilize  the  laany  training  and 
educational  opportunltltes  available.     For  those 
individuals  it  has  been  your  direction  and  support  that 
have  made  the  difference  in  their  lives. 

This  tenth  year  of  funding  reflects  a  significant 
milestone  for  a  program  that  started  with  $19,000,  in  FY 
'80,  and  five  part-time  staff  10  years  ago.    Today,  with 
almost  50  staff  and  $1.8  million,  you  continue  to  reach 
out  and  network  to  the  over  300,000  displaced  homemakers 
residing  in  Massachusetts. 


Your  efforts  are  commendable! 
Commonwealth. 


You  are  a  part  of  our 


Congratulations  and  best  wishes  as  we  continue  in 
partnership  during  the  next  decade. 


Susan  K.  Moulton 

Executive  Director 

Bay  State  Skills  Corporation 


Secretary 

Executive  Office  of 
Economic  Affairs 


101  Summer  Street.  2nd  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02  no 
(6r)  292-5 100 


History  of  the  National  Network 


Twelve  years  ago,  activist  Tish  Sommers  coined  the  term  "Displaced  Homemaker"  to 
represent  a  phenomenon  that  had  reached  crisis  proportions.  Displaced  Homemakers  have 
lost  their  unpaid  jobs  as  homemakers  through  divorce,  separation,  the  death  or  disability  of  a 
spouse,  or  through  loss  of  public  assistance.  As  a  consequence,  they  needed  to  make  a 
transition  from  their  roles  as  homemakers  to  the  paid  labor  market,  often  with  few 
marketable  skills  or  resources.  There  are  an  estimated  eleven  million  displaced  homemeikers 
in  the  United  States,  over  300,000  of  whom  live  in  Massachusetts. 

Since  that  time  the  National  Displaced  Homemeikers  Network  has  been  estc±>lished  and 
the  following  milestones  are  indications  of  the  growth  of  the  organization  and  its  impact  on 
the  lives  of  the  displaced  homemakers. 

History  and  Accomplishments  of  the  Displaced  Homemakers  Network 

1978  The  First  National  Conference  on  Displaced  Homemakers  convenes  in  Baltimore  with 
nearly  500  women  attending  from  across  the  country. 

1979  The  Displaced  Homemakers  Network  is  formally  established  in  Washington.  D.C. 

1980  The  Network  is  successful  in  obtaining  employment  and  training  legislation  (GET A) 
that  provides  five  million  dolleirs  in  funding  for  displaced  homemaker  programs. 

1981  The  Network  supports  the  development  of  a  model  project  to  trsiin  displaced 
homemakers  to  become  home  health-care  providers  and  initiates  an  employee-owned 
cooperative. 

1982  The  Job  Training  Partnership  Act  (JTPA)  passed  naming  displaced  homemakers  as  an 
eligible  population. 

1983  A  state-of-the-art  manual  describing  program  services  to  displaced  homemakers  is 
published  by  the  Network. 

1984  The  Carl  Perkins  Vocational  Education  Act  targeting  services  to  single  parents  and 
homemakers  was  passed,  authorizing  the  largest  portion  of  money  ever  allocated  for 
women's  training  programs. 

The  Retirement  Equity  Act  of  1984  was  passed,  improving  coverage  for  divorced  and 
widowed  women. 

The  Child  Support  Enforcement  Amendments  were  passed  strengthening  measures 
for  collection  of  awarded  child  support  payments. 


1985  Twenty  five  states  have  displaced  homemaker  legislation. 

Number  of  displaced  homemaker  programs  grows  to  over  700. 

Network  conducts  demonstration  project  on  self-employment  opportunities  for 
displaced  homemakers. 

Network  celebrates  10th  anniversary  of  displaced  homemakers  movement  with 
National  Leadership  Development  Conference  for  more  than  300  program 
representatives. 

Network  studies  impact  of  JTPA  services  to  displaced  homemakers. 

1986  Legislation  is  passed  providing  for  continued  health  insurance  coverage  for  divorced 
and  widowed  spouses. 

Network  works  with  Census  Bureau  to  obtain  comprehensive  national  and  state  data 
on  displaced  homemakers. 

Several  states  move  to  support  displaced  homemaker  programs  as  dislocated  worker 
programs. 

1987  Network  and  Census  data  to  produce  the  first  comprehensive  study  of  the 
characteristics  and  needs  of  displaced  homemetkers,  "A  Status  Report  on  Displaced 
Homemakers  and  Single  Parents  in  the  United  States." 

Network  published:  "A  Handbook  on  State  Displaced  Homemaker  Legislation, 
1987  Update". 

Network  estc±»lished  National  Resource  Bank  for  Displaced  Homemaker  Programs. 

1988  Training  kit/video  targeted  at  employers  to  hire  displaced  homemakers. 

Developed  and  tested  strategies  to  outreach  and  serve  minority  displaced 
homemakers. 

Increased  support  for  programs  through  JTPA. 


History  of  The  Bay  State  Centers  for  Displaced  Homemakers 


I.  Background 

From  the  outset,  the  Displaced  Homemaker  Program  has  been  committed  to  providing 
quality  services  to  its  participants.  Striving  to  reach  that  goal  during  these  past  ten  years  has 
required  ongoing  efforts  to  seek  out  and  to  develop  linkages  with  other  programs  both  within 
the  employment  and  training  system  and  with  those  which  supplement  our  own  support 
services.  In  fact,  each  funding  year  has  attested  that  as  we  strive  to  expand  our 
collaborations,  displaced  homemakers  benefit  from  more  education  and  training  options, 
child  and  elder  care  linkages  and  employment  opportunities.  While  our  base  is  established, 
the  work  continues  as  we  enhance  services  through  the  Bay  State  Centers  for  Displaced 
Homemakers. 

II.  The  Struggle  to  Establish  Services 

Funding 

Year  History  Milestones 

FY '78        $0  —      Advocates  work  with  the  Women's  Legislative  Caucus  to 

establish  legislation. 

FY  '79        $0  —      Limited  training  and  support  services  begin  at 

community  colleges,  community-based  organizations, 
YWCAs  and  women's  centers. 

—  U.S.  Dept.  of  Labor  funds  Displaced  Homemakers 
demonstration  project  in  Fitchburg. 

III.  The  Early  Years 

FY '80        $19,000        —      State  Coordinator  for  Displaced  Homemakers  hired. 

—  State  funding  begins  for  five  part-time  counselors. 

—  Linkages  begin  with  CETA,  Vocational  Education  and 
Elder  Affairs. 

—  State  Advisory  Council  for  Displaced  Homemakers 
formed. 

—  Public  hearings,  speak -outs,  conferences  begin  to  reiise 
awareness  about  displaced  homemakers. 

FY '81        $75,000         —      Funding  increase  allows  for  nine  part-time  counselors 

across  the  state. 

—  U.S.  Dept.  of  Labor  funds  two  pilot  projects  in  Boston. 

—  Governor's  discretionary  money  funds  first  multi- 
purpose service  center  at  Quinsigamond  Community 
College  in  Worcester. 

FY '82        $67,500        —      State  funding  allocated  to  retain  model  at  Quinsigamond 

Community  College. 


IV.  Establishment  of  Regional  Centers 


FY '83         $325,600*     —       Program  Administration  moves  to  Bay  State  Skills 
($100,000)  Corporation  and  private  sector  participation  is 

emphasized. 

—  State  and  Dept.  of  Public  Welfare  funds  combined  to  fund 
three  regional  centers  with  satellites.  Western  Region  at 
Women's  Services  Center,  Central  Region  at 
Quinsigamond  Community  College  and  Eastern  Region 
at  Boston  YWCA. 

—  Statewide  Memorandum  of  Agreement  with 
Commonwealth  Service  Corp. 

—  Legislation  is  amended  to  include:  State  Director,  multi- 
purpose service  centers  and  State  Council. 


V.    Expanded  Partnerships 

FY '84        $550,000*     —      Western  and  Central  Regions  expand  their  satellites; 

($300,000)  Eastern  Region  divides  into:  Northeast  Region  at  Lowell 

YWCA,  Greater  Boston  Region  at  Boston  YWCA  and 
Southeast  Region  at  New  Bedford  YWCA. 
—      ET  (Employment  &  Training  CHOICES)  begins;  Displaced 
Homemaker  Progrsun  expands  to  serve  AFDC  displaced 
homemakers. 


FY '85         $642,000*     —      JTP A  SD As  fund  pilot  projects. 

($300,000)  Statewide  MOA  begins  with  Operation  ABLE  (55  + ). 

—      Displaced  Homemaker  Program  becomes  member  of  the 
Women's  Legislative  Network. 


VI.  The  Development  of  Additional  Linkages 

FY '86         $642,000*     —      Program  expands  to  five  regions  with  25  satellite  offices, 
($350,000)  now  called  Bay  State  Centers  for  Displaced  Homemakers. 

—  ET  contracts  with  Displaced  Homemakers  to  provide 
Transitioned  Services  Program. 

—  10th  yeeir  national  celebration  of  the  term  Displaced 
Homemakers. 

—  Carl  Perkins  Single  Parent/Homemaker  programs 
develop  statewide  MOA  with  Bay  State  Centers  for 
Displaced  Homemakers. 


FY '87         $662,776*     —  Expanded  collaboration  with  ET  offices/vendors  and 

($300,000)  BSSC  vendors. 

—  Participate  in  Women  and  State  Budget  Project. 

FY '88         $863,000*     —  New  Initiatives  in  progress  with  homeless  programs, 

($600,000)  child  care/elder  care.  Industrial  Services  Program, 

American  Association  of  Retired  Persons,  Refugees. 

FY '89         $863,000*     —  Bay  State  Centers  for  Displaced  Homemakers  celebrates 

($823 ,000)  1 0  years  of  continued  funding! 


*     State  Funds 

(    )  Department  of  Pubbc  Welfare  Funds 


AWARDS 


Outstanding  Partnerships 

Private  Sector 


Recipients 

The  Willows,  Westboro 
Oswald  Mondejar 
Greater  Boston  Region 


ET  Training  Program 


Corporation  for  Public  Management,  Fitchburg 
Lisa  Karpowicz 
Central  Region 


Vocational  Education  Program 


Challenges,  Choices  and  Change,  North  Shore 
Community  College,  Lynn 
Pat  Neilson 
Northeast  Region 


Service  Delivery  Area/JTPA 


New  Bedford/Cape  Cod  Office  for  Job 
Partnerships,  Hyannis 
Ellie  McManus 
Southeast  Region 


Department  of  Public  Welfare 


ET  Office,  Westfield 
Paul  Mason 
Western  Region 


Distinguished  Graduates 

Boston  Region 
Central  Region 
Northeast  Region 
Southeast  Region 
Western  Region 


Judy  Wagner 

Linda  St.  George  Malone 

Sheila  Gaudette 

Edie  Nichols 

Linda  Gibson 


Displaced  Homemakers  State  Advisory  Council 


Diane  Balser 

Women's  Statewide  Legislative  Network 
Pamelia  Barry 

Division  of  Occupational  Education 

Sr.  Marian  Batho,  CSJ 
Aquinas  Junior  College 


Robin  Battista 
Operation  Able 

Pamela  Burns 

Division  of  Employment  &  Treiining 
Susan  Gately 

Quinsigamond  Community  College 

Nancy  Geoffrion 

Bay  State  Junior  College 

Judith  Gilbert 

Executive  Office  of  Economic  Affairs 


Phyllis  Lary 

Employment  &  Training  Consultant 
Vivien  Li 

Governor's  Advisor  on  Women's  Issues 
Brenda  McKinley 

Employment  &  Training  Consultant 

Sheila  McMahon 
Worcester  SDA 


Clara  Nicholson 

Gov.'s  Adv.  Council  on  Women's  Issues 


Ann  Petter 
Resolve,  Inc. 


Barbara  Sherman 

Middlesex  Community  College 

Barbara  Talkov 

Women's  Legislative  Caucus 


Bay  State  Centers  for  Displaced  Homemakers  Staff 


ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICE 

Donna  LeClair,  State  Director 
Joan  Levenson,  Program  Associate 
Mary  Carney,  Administrative  Assistant 

GREATER  BOSTON  REGION 

Pat  Dacey,  Regional  Director 

Beverly  Alter 

Diane  Canino 

Claire  Degnan 

Ann  Helman 

Darlene  Hopkins 

Libby  KUm 

Teresa  McNeal 

Barbara  Pastan 

Suzanne  RueUe-Rasco 

Amy  Schustack 

Leila  Staunton  Walden 

WESTERN  REGION 

Sandra  Mann,  Regional  Co-Director 

Sarah  Sprogell,  Regional  Co-Director 

Lucinda  Butler 

Terry  Hodur 

Susan  Manatt 

Debbie  Michels 

Barbara  Palma 

Lee  Potter 

Lyndell  Rowe 

Laurel  Turk 

Donna  Tyler 

Eleanor  Ware 


NORTHEAST  REGION 

Kathy  Desilets,  Regional  Director 

Carol  Guy 

Jackie  Kiddy 

Ann  Marie  Marcoux 

Ann  Nicolson 

Joan  Ortolano 

Marie  Pappas 

Carmen  Robles 

SOUTHEAST  REGION 

Nancy  Haley,  Regional  Director 

Deborah  Bshara 

Ethel  Conley 

Mary  Cook 

Pat  Downs 

Carole  Farrell 

Kathy  Galligan 

Kathy  Glynn 

Jane  Johnston 

Nancy  Morris 

Judy  Page 

CENTRAL  REGION 

Rosemary  Hav»?kes,  Regional  Director 

Sophie  Bielak 

Ann  Camazza 

Sally  Davis 

Judith  Grohe 

Barbara  Guillette 

Chris  Johnson 

Tammy  Zelaya 


